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in his resignation and only decided to hold on after
intense pressure on Mr. Chamberlain's part. The
evidence is not yet available to us, but on the whole
it would seem that although the Hitler-Halifax
talks would never have been initiated by Mr. Eden
and lacked his approval he did not actively oppose
Mr. Chamberlain in the Cabinet until he knew the
details of the conversations and Mr. Chamberlain's
reaction to them.

When Lord Halifax finally reached the Fuehrer's
mountain eyrie he received as unpleasant a shock
as Sir John Simon and Mr. Eden during their Berlin
visit in 1935. Herr Hitler it seemed was prepared
to rejoin the League provided the Covenant was
redrafted, sanctions deleted, and its origins in
Versailles removed. This meant revision of minority
treaties, the recognition of Italy's conquest in
Abyssinia and reorganization of Czecho-Slovakia on
a Swiss cantonal basis. Further Britain must
undertake to refrain from giving Austria any diplo-
matic or military assistance. Hitler in return would
shelve his colonial claims for a given number of
years, and if we would give de jure recognition of
General Franco he would take steps to restore
peace in Spain. He would also mediate in the Far
East. Hitler demanded in effect a free hand in
Central Europe, and in doing so significantly linked
up the Austrian and Czech questions; a plebiscite
for Austria and regional autonomy for the Sudeten
Germans were to be one part of the general process
of ensuring the expansion and security of the Third
Reich. According to a political commentator "he
attaches most importance for the moment to the
solution of the Austrian problem in a sense favour-
able to Germany/' Lord Halifax wisely took refuge
in the informality of the occasion and virtually
refused to commit himself even to an opinion on